
Address: 255 Clark Road

Petitioner:  James and Susan Schuh

Building types:  house and garage

National Register Listing (if Applicable): n/a 

Brookline Preservation Commission 
Demolition Application Report

Historical/Architectural Significance:
There are two 1919 building permit applications for the house at 255 Clark Road. One 
was submitted by the Sawyer Construction Co. in August for a 2 and 1/2 story wood 
frame house, to be 35 feet in height, designed by the firm of Dow, Harlow and Kimbell.  
The house as built was permitted in September as a two story, 25 feet high, for owner 
John T. Bird of Wollaston.  The designer was listed as the Montgomery Ward Company, 
making this a rare documented example in Brookline of a kit, or mail order house. For 
$9,ooo  a ‘ready-cut’ kit of all constuction materials needed, except for brick, concrete, 
or other foundation material,  and interior finishes, was supplied by  the mail order com-
pany and delivered by rail.

The garage, in a Dutch Colonial style with a tall gambrel roof, was built in 1921 for $900 
for owner Katherine Marston, who evidently purchased the house from Mr. Bird.  Also in 
1921, a 10 x 20 foot veranda was added to the house.  Both were designed and built by 
S. Bertram Marston, presumably a relative of Katherine. 
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According to the website <Antique home style> [ http://antiquehomestyle.com/plans/montgomery-
ward/index.htm] :

“Unfortunately, there is not a great deal of knowledge about the history of Montgomery Ward's kit 
home business. Like a number of similar companies, they began selling materials, lumber, hardware, 
and plans before World War I. By 1922, they began selling under the Wardway name and were close-
ly affiliated with the Gordon Van Tine Company, which manufactured their homes for them. Many of 
their homes are identical to those offered by Gordon Van Tine.
The Wardway "ready-cut" kits were sold until 1931. The Depression years took their toll. Much of the 
profit in the kit home business came from the mortgage financing that accompanied the sale, not the 
materials or the house itself. According to the research conducted by Dale Wolicki, an architectural 

historian and expert on Gordon 
Van Tine, New Deal mortgage 
programs through the Federal 
Housing Administration allowed 
home owners to refinance existing 
mortgages at a lower rate. By pay-
ing off their Montgomery Ward 
contracts, homeowners effectively 
cut the profits that allowed the 
company to pursue the business. 
Though other manufacturers were 
able to survive, Montgomery 
Ward terminated their kit home 
business as a result.”
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255 Clark Road 
from the  Brookline atlas - 
detail showing the  Boston RR 
line, Clark and Clinton Roads

1921 garage

The gambrel-roofed  ‘Dutch Colonial’ style 
was a popular model kit-house 
of the 1920s, especially along the east 
coast.  Sears and  Montgomery Ward, 
both based in Chicago, advertised various 
versions of it, as did Gordon-Van Tine 
and Honor-Bilt.
In catalogues the model was called the 
‘Lexington’ ot the ‘Martha Washington.’ 

H.S. and A.S. Vincent owner the property 
during the 1930s. In 1941, architect 
Saul Moffie designed mostly interior 
modifications to the house for owner

Alan Shacter.  The enclosed sunroom on the west side of the house was likely to have been added 
during these renovations, and the windows may also have been enlarged.

The Montgomery Ward Company was founded by Aaron Montgomery Ward in 1872 as a dry goods 
mail-order business.  The headquarters were located in Chicago, Illinois.   The company sold kit houses 
from c. 1910 until 1931.
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Montgomery Ward Co.’s emblem 
depicting ‘prograss lighting the 
way for commerce’
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From the Gordon-Van 
Tine Co. catalogue
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The house and garage at 255 Clark Road meet the following criterion for an initial determination of 
significance:

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad
architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; and

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of con-
struction, or its association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group.

The house and garage retain their integrity in terms of their location setting, design, workmanship, mate-
rials, feeling and association.  More research is needed to determine the addresses of other Montgomery 
Ward, Godon-Van Tine and Sears kit homes in Brookline and the surrounding area.

1941 plan of modifications 
to the house by architect 
Saul Moffie


